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HYDRAULIC FRACTURING 

Statement 

HON ROBIN CHAPPLE (Mining and Pastoral) [10.19 pm]: I rise tonight to speak on the imminent threat of 
fracking in Western Australia. I acknowledge the traditional owners of this land, the Whadjuk Noongar people, 
and pay my respects to their elders past, present and emerging. I also pay my respects to the traditional owners of 
the north west, whose land is under threat from companies seeking to blast their way to profit. We are living in 
a state of climate emergency. Never has there been a greater need to act to protect that which keeps us alive—our 
water, our air and our food. This is a critical time for those who are privileged enough to have been elected to 
represent the electorates that we serve. We must take this responsibility incredibly seriously. The future of our 
environment is at stake. 

The government is due to release a report on the outcomes of its inquiry into fracking. This represents a turning 
point at which this government has to make one of two choices: stand with the Greens and the community to 
protect our environment or open up the vast majority of WA to companies to flatten, drill and blast their way to 
profit on stolen land. We encourage the former. We must say no to fracking. The dangers of fracking are well 
known. Fracturing the earth to release gas, pumping chemicals into the ground and storing radioactive wastewater 
in ponds are all part and parcel of this dangerous and damaging practice. Applied anywhere, fracking is 
dangerous, but applied to a sensitive and precious environment such as the Kimberley or the Canning Basin is 
absolutely disastrous. 

The Labor Party committed to ban fracking in the south west at the last election. Although this is of course 
welcomed, it is not lost on us that the vast majority of potential fracking operations would occur in the midwest, 
north west and Kimberley. Communities will not accept this government locking the gate to one paddock while 
simultaneously demolishing the fences for all others. We must say no to fracking in WA. For people in these parts, 
the threat of fracking never left, and with the fate of these areas resting in Labor’s palm, I ask government members 
this: if you allow fracking in WA, will you be able to look into the eyes of traditional owners whose water you 
have poisoned? Will you be able to face the mother who uses bottled water around the house because her tap water 
is contaminated? Will you be able to end your time in this chamber knowing that you have allowed an industry to 
hollow out one of Australia’s greatest treasures, the Kimberley? If the answer to any of these questions is no, 
I implore you to ban fracking in all of WA. 

The Greens have always firmly opposed fracking. Other nations and states have rejected fracking, banning it 
entirely and opting for clean renewable power sources in its place. In places as far-flung as Scotland and New York 
and closer to home in Tasmania and Victoria, governments have recognised the incredible threat that this industry 
poses to our people and our planet. In Western Australia, will the government have the courage to ban fracking 
permanently? For the sake of people and our environment, we cannot sell out to corporations that would shatter 
this beautiful country to line their own pockets. It is too late for regulating. It is not enough to gerrymander 
a specific area of land while fracking is allowed in other circumstances in other areas. We need to assure people 
town by town, farm by farm, community by community that their livelihoods and their homes will not be affected 
by fracking ever. 

Above all, a looming crisis overshadows much of the minutiae that goes on in this place—the pressing need to 
address climate change. Until we act together to transform our energy systems away from fossil fuels and onto 
clean and renewable power, this devastating situation that we find ourselves in will only worsen. As WA is 
the second-largest carbon emitter per capita in the world, the decisions we make on fracking affect not only 
the people of this state, Western Australia, but also the entire planet. We must ban fracking not only for the 
mitigation of climate change, but also to protect the health and wellbeing of all Western Australians and the land 
that we inhabit. 

The PRESIDENT: Hon Martin Aldridge, do you want the last minute and 25 seconds? 

Hon MARTIN ALDRIDGE: After that contribution, I think we had better turn off the lights and walk home 
before we all die, so I will leave it. 
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